
 

Rich Davenport, 2009 ECFSC Recording Secretary 

 
Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs 

 
March 2009 General Meeting Minutes 

  
Meeting Time: 7:30 PM – 3/26/09 

Location: West Falls Conservation Society, West Falls, NY 
  
 
Meeting opened at:  7:35 
  
Pledge to flag: completed 
 
Quorum of Clubs:  Yes 
  
Roll Call and Attendance: 
Tony Scime, Dave S, Joe Fischer, Mike Smith, Dan Tone are excused 
In attendance 5 Officers, 11 directors, 32 delegates and 4 guests. 
 
Region 9 Big Game Biologist Tim Spierto is in attendance tonight 
  
Reading of the Minutes 
Did everyone get his or her minutes? 
Yes  
Dave Wharton to accept minutes 
Tom Fischer 2nd 
  
Motion carries 
  
Secretary's Report – Rich Davenport 
Chuck Godfrey and Mike Smith to get list of email failures 
  
Links will be sent you will click on the link and it will take you to the minutes on the 
website 
  
Dave Wharton - Why not web pages? 
Because you have to format each from PDF to HTML, not good for webmaster 
  
Roster is out - in excel for those who have excel to help correct.  Once the correction are 
done, it will be "prettied up" and converted to PDF 
  
Same for Clubs listing - Dave Barus will send starting point from database to Rich - same 
process 
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Treasury Report - Tony Scime - excused 
Steve Aldstadt presented report, detailed 
  
We're still solvent! 
  
Banquet expenses are also covered raised a lot of money 
  
Question - we had heard the fee for Chestnut Ridge was going to be "donated/ covered". 
And we sent a check, what is with this? 
  
Had to send check to reserve it, waiting on clearance 
Concerns about precedence for orgs, and are concerned about losing money, because 
county is broke.  We will tread lightly. 
  
Gabby - asks why we are paying rental fee, Dave Barus says you should talk to them, 
Gabby would love to - NO 
  
History of commissioners cabin was outlined. 
Chuck Godfrey - asks Gabby - please do not call.   
  
Correspondence Report - Dave Barus 
4 Letters Mailed (27 CC’s), 
 
10 Letters Rcvd. Content below: 
 
LY Wrote letter to P Rex concerning hatcheries. 
P Rex copied us on a letter concerning Rome facility.   
  
Letter from Gordon Batcheller 
  
Letter written to Joe Fischer from NYB 
  
Read into the minutes 
NYB - they're against it (early ML Season in S. Zone).   
  
Chuck Godfrey - motion to write letter - never officially stated NYB was supportive 
If they provide the contact info, they would get the minutes and the dates of the meetings 
2nd Frank Miskey, Sr 
  
Motion carries 
  
 
Copies of letters sent below: 



 3 

 



 4 

 
 
 



 5 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

Letters received 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 
 
 
 



 10 

 
 
 
 



 11 

 



 12 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 14 

 
 
 
 
 



 15 

 



 16 

 

 



 17 

 
 
 
President’s Report – Steve Aldstadt 
Steve Aldstadt - read letter from Joanne Middagh - thank you letter 
  
Read Letter from Russell Biss 
  
Read US Sportsmen's alliance into record 
Fund-raising opportunity Trailblazer Adventure Program 
  
Rich D. suggests we table the USSA opportunity until we can find out more about the 
program, the books, how it works, etc.  Cynical about the "win-win" opportunity 
statement with "no risk" 
  
Rich D. will check out the program and make recommendations 
  
Dave Barus offers a list of addresses - important destinations for interested folks, letter 
writing 
  
Also, Bruce Wager - please write a letter to adjust VHS regs, for lawful transport in 
vehicle, collection of minnows - UNR to Barcelona, can transport collected minnows in 
vehicle, west of 190/90 
  
Paul Stoos motions to write letter to our regional director, NR person, Grannis, P Rex, 
Doug Stang, Jeremy Hurst, Paul McKeown, Bill Culligan, Don Einhouse, that minnows 
dipped in region 9 from Lwr Niagara mouth through the river, transport in vehicles N to 
Niagara Falls, S to PA Line, from I-190/90 and westerly.  Called a buffer zone.  
2nd Rich Davenport 
  
Discussion - Bob Church - why would we encourage this? 
Not stopping the lawbreakers now, gives the lawful an opportunity 
  
Motion carries unanimously 
  
Paul Stoos, can we copy legislature? 
Chuck Godfrey - Wait until we get a negative letter from DEC, then hit them. 
  
Ok. 
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Next Meetings 
Date  BM 

Time 
 GM 

Time 
 Location 

4/23/09 - 6:30 - 7:30 Gen Meet Evans Rod & Gun, Evans, NY 

5/28/09 - 6:30 - 7:30 Gen Meet Erie County Conservation Society, Chaffee, NY 

6/25/09 - 6:30 - 7:30 Gen Meet Alden Rod & Gun Club, Alden, NY 

7/23/09 - 6:30 - 7:30 Gen Meet Glen Coe Conservation, Glenwood, NY 

9/10/09 - 6:30 - 7:30 Gen Meet Springville Fish & Game, Springville, NY 

10/8/09 - 6:30 - 7:30 Gen Meet Lakeshore Exempt, Lakeshore Firehall, Lakeshore, NY 

11/12/09 - 6:30 - 7:30 Gen Meet Boston Valley Conservation Society,  Boston, NY 

12/10/2009 - 6:30 - 7:30 Gen Meet Bison City Rod & Gun - Tenative 

 
 
Special Guests 
Tim Spierto, Sr Wildlife Biologist R9 in the house 
Background:  Replaced Tom Gerzak and Jim Snyder when both retired  
Became Big Game (Deer and bear) biologist 
  
High profile work is bear activity, deer is behind the scenes, due to bear visibility 
Concerned about some comments regarding his time being spent on bear, not deer, 
cleared. 
  
Citizen Task Force 
Way behind on the CTF, meetings. 
Difficulties getting facilitators from Cornell who selects the CTF 
DEC does not select, as to avoid bad appearances 
May not have a choice this year, as Cornell is short of resources themselves and the 
pressure is on to hold these meetings 
  
CTF made up of affiliated sportsmen, unaffiliated sportsmen, and others, like Law 
Enforcement. 
  
Must be a unanimous decision, or no change. 
  
9S, 9H, 9G meetings this coming spring 
  
Get apps  for interested participants 
  
Looking for hunters that hunt the units. 
  
If you wish to apply for other, upcoming unit CTFs, also apply 
  
Bob Church, asks Q concerning ASP bear.  Yes, lots of them there, had 7 hit in that 
corridor this past year. 
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Please return the apps ASAP.  Get these to Rich, and Rich will scan and email, unless 
turn in tonight 
  
Deer harvest in R9 was down 10% on bucks.  Bad weather kept hunters away first few 
days, and never made this up 
Increase in male roadkills this year, which is different - compensatory mortality, like 
compensatory breeding, similar principles. 
  
Bear numbers have doubled in our area over the last 10 years 
Bar had to be destroyed on March 10 in Lyndonville, Catt. County, broke into home, 
trashed freezer, took food and such.  Trapped a few days later, and had to be destroyed. 
  
CTF Q - App will be brought back to club for S. Erie. 
How do we find out about other CTFs - press releases announce 
  
Paul Stoos - send to Paul, he is Big Game committee - will copy folks, and post to 
website and post in minutes 
  
Law Enforcement Dave Smyzcynski 
 
For Release: Thursday, March 19, 2009 

Black Market Animal Trade Busted 
DEC's In-Depth Undercover Investigation Nets 
18 Arrests 
An extensive undercover investigation by the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation into the poaching, smuggling and illegal sale of protected reptiles and 
amphibians has led to charges against 18 individuals for 14 felonies, 11 misdemeanors and 
dozens of violations, DEC Commissioner Pete Grannis announced today. 

 
Commissioner Grannis describes the collaborative 
investigation 
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The investigation, dubbed "Operation Shellshock," uncovered a lucrative, international black 
market for poaching and selling native, protected New York species - turtles, rattlesnakes and 
salamanders - through the Internet and at herpetological shows, Commissioner Grannis said. 
Investigators found thousands of New York turtles being laundered through "middlemen" in 
other states, then getting shipped overseas for meat and other uses. More than 2,400 
individual turtles, snakes and salamanders were involved in the documented crimes, with 
DEC currently holding nearly 400 live animals in evidence. 

The undercover investigation began in 2007,coordinated through DEC's Bureau of 
Environmental Crimes Investigation (BECI). Investigators spent hundreds of hours afield and 
at shows with reptile poachers and illegal collectors. They built cases from the ground up 
through initial contact with violators online, at shows, and in the field. 

Through the investigation, New York DEC investigators worked closely with officials from 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Florida, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Service, the New York State Attorney General's Office, Environment Canada 
and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Some of these agencies have filed separate 
but related charges (details below). 

"Our investigators began this operation with a simple question: Is there a commercial threat 
to our critical wildlife species? What they found was alarming," Commissioner Pete Grannis 
said. "A very lucrative illegal market for these creatures does exist, fostered by a strong, 
clandestine culture of people who want to exploit wildlife for illegal profit. I'm proud of the 
success of our officers. Their work sends a strong message that the buying and selling of 
New York's native species will not be tolerated." 

"Operation Shellshock is one of the largest, most extensive undercover operations DEC has 
ever undertaken," said Henry Hamilton, DEC Assistant Commissioner for Public Protection. 
"It stands out for its magnitude and impact, and it hopefully will be a springboard for positive 
change on all fronts involving ecologically significant species."  

"Illegal trafficking of turtles, 
snakes and other animals is a serious matter precisely because such activities can produce 
long-term, detrimental effects to the eco-system. No one wants to see populations of vital 
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species put at risk for short-term profits," said Kathleen M. Mehltretter, Acting U.S. Attorney 
for the Western District of New York. "Operation Shellshock should serve not only as a 
deterrent but also should raise public awareness about the need to protect wildlife." 

"Environment Canada believes in ensuring that companies and individuals comply with the 
conservation goals of environmental and wildlife protection acts and regulations," said Albin 
Tremblay, Chief Enforcement Officer with Environment Canada. "The department carries out 
its enforcement work in cooperation with other federal, provincial and territorial governments 
and with international organizations. Operation Shellshock is a good example of how 
working together can produce positive results." 

"Reptiles and amphibians are important environmental indicators that tell us much about the 
health of the planet. As such, they must be protected -- not exploited," said David Critchlow, 
Provincial Enforcement Specialist of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. "Through 
the cooperative work of Canadian and American agencies, we hopefully have not only put a 
dent in the black market for these animals but also sent a strong message to legitimate 
collectors and the general public." 

The Investigation 

Investigators found New York's timber 
rattlesnakes and wood turtles being shipped out of state and out of the country to support 
high-end collectors. They found thousands of snapping turtles laundered through a Louisiana 
turtle farm, then shipped illegally to China. They found poachers stealing turtle eggs as soon 
as they were laid. And they successfully traded with a smuggler from Canada to recover a 
population of endangered Massasauga rattlesnakes - nabbing him in a Niagara Falls parking 
lot with a van stuffed with 33 rattlesnakes in hidden compartments. 

Other snakes confiscated during the operation were timber rattlesnakes, copperheads and 
eastern hognose snakes. The types of turtles confiscated included snapping turtles, Blandings 
turtles, box turtles, North American wood turtles and two Yellow Spotted Amazon River 
turtles, which are federally protected as an endangered species. 



 22 

Charges Beyond New York 
In addition, as a result of Operation Shellshock, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
U.S. Attorney's Office for the Western District of New York are pursuing Federal Lacy Act 
charges against a Maryland meat processor for the knowing purchase of illegally trapped 
New York State snapping turtles, and against a Louisiana turtle farm operator for the 
knowing purchase of illegally taken New York State snapping turtle hatchlings and the 
export of such hatchlings to China. 

Pennsylvania authorities have charged six individuals and are continuing their investigation. 
Canadian officials so far have charged one individual. 

New York prohibits the illegal commercialization of wildlife; a law enacted in 2006 gives 
protection to all reptiles and amphibians. The state also bans unlawful possession of protected 
species. A list of individuals cited and the charges filed by New York officials is available. 

Commissioner Grannis re-constituted BECI in 2007. The investigation was led by Capt. 
Michael Van Durme, Lt. Richard Thomas and Investigator Daniel Sullivan. DEC reptile and 
amphibian specialist Alvin Breisch and wildlife educator Tom Hudak of Livingston County 
provided valuable support in numerous phases of the operation, as did DEC Environmental 
Conservation Officers throughout the state. 

Anyone suspecting illegal activities regarding reptiles and amphibians is encouraged to 
contact the DEC TIPP line to make an anonymous report. 

Note: High resolution images are available on DEC's FTP website at 
ftp://ftp.dec.ny.gov/dpae/press/OperationShellShock/ 

  
Archery - Dave Reed 
NASP booth ay the Expo - Lady from DEC ran the booth - as far as NASP in Erie 
County Schools?   
Need to get this moving forward 
Asked other clubs in the past concerning shoots 
Hawkeye Bowmen, Alaskan Shoot and more.  Please get events 
  
NYB Fireworks - Gary Huber upset at the comments 
Rich explains why, and I stand by my statements - isolationistic, seem to only fight the 
allies, not the enemies, misleading, twisting, using DEC letter addressing one thing and 
misrepresenting the other 
  
Archery Camp - Educational  
  
Yes, ECFSC will indeed be supporting the Archery Camp this year 
  
NYB explained concerning some of archery hunting -  
Excellent summary provided from a member's unofficial perspective from Jack B., 
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Crossbow – Frank Miskey, Jr. 
PA. MI and some others 
Only 2 do not allow it 
  
Fish - Dave Barus 
March 2009 – Fish Committee Report, Dave Barus 
 
Fish Committee and Stocking Team Notes for 2009: 
There are a few new rules to complicate the simple system we have enjoyed for ytears, 
but they are all considered necessary in these modern times of understang more about 
everything.  The good news, there is no fee increase or decrease for these changes!!  
Please read the 2009 RULES: Dump it - Don’t Dip It (below) for all fish stocking 
volunteers.  In addition, there is sign-up sheet/release form (attached below) that will be 
with the DEC truck at the stocking site (impossible to do any other way).  Please don’t 
forget to sign it when you get there.  It will require our name, address, contact info and 
who to call in case of an accident.  In the following Fish Stocking notices, the name at the 
top of the list is the coordinator for the site.  You may meet the DEC at the site 
unannounced, simply sign the volunteer sheet when you get there! Thank you to all, Dave 
Barus, Chairman, ECFS Fish Committee. 
 
Summary of Erie County Sites to be stocked in March (more in April): 
 
 
Inland Trout Fishing in Western New York  
NYSDEC report: A total of 57 streams and 24 lakes/ponds in Region 9 are stocked with 
thousands of yearling brown, brook or rainbow trout each spring. In addition to the 
yearling trout stocked, many waters receive hundreds of two-year-old brown trout (12-15 
inches) or are salted with an occasional "surplus" breeder trout that would be a trophy in 
anyone's creel. The most popular and heavily stocked streams in the region are the 
Genesee River, Cattaraugus, Ischua, East Koy and Goose Creeks. When stream 
conditions are unfavorable due to high or turbid water, anglers may fish the seven inland 
trout lakes. Allen, Case, Harwood, New Albion, Rushford, Quaker and Red House Lakes 
all receive substantial stockings (after the ice thaws) and provide good access for shore 
and boat angling. Stocked waters in the Buffalo/Niagara metropolitan area include: East 
Branch Cazenovia Creek (towns of Holland and Wales), Little Buffalo Creek (towns of 
Lancaster and Elma), Ellicott Creek (Amherst), Sprague Brook Park Ponds (Concord), 
Oppenheim Park Pond (Wheatfield) and Hyde Park Lake (Niagara Falls). Brochures 
discussing management and stocking of western New York streams with maps showing 
areas with public fishing rights easements are available at 
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/31596.html, while management information and contour maps 
for the inland lakes can be found at www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/31595.html . 
 
A number of Region 9 streams support high-quality wild trout populations. Wiscoy Creek 
is considered the region's premier wild brown trout stream, with an average of more than 
1,400 adult brown trout per mile of stream. Clear Creek (Ellington) is another good bet 
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for wild brown trout. Lime Lake Outlet, Elton Creek, McKinstry Creek, Mansfield Creek 
and Clear Creek (Arcade) have excellent populations of wild brown and rainbow trout. 
Brochures discussing management for these streams and maps showing areas with public 
fishing rights easements can be found at www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/29286.html, while 
information on fish population surveys in Region 9 can be found at 
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/27272.html. 
 
WNY Great Lakes Tribs 
Great Lakes waters and their tributary streams are open year-round for trout and salmon. 
Late March through early April is prime time for Great Lakes-run steelhead. Western 
New York steelhead opportunities are exceptional, especially in Lake Erie tributaries. 
Recent angler surveys indicated very high success rates for steelhead on Canadaway 
Creek, Chautauqua Creek, Cattaraugus Creek, Eighteen Mile Creek (Erie Co.), 
Cazenovia Creek, and the Buffalo River. Popular Lake Ontario tributaries such as Twelve 
Mile Creek, Keg Creek, Eighteen Mile Creek, and the Lower Niagara River in Niagara 
County also provide excellent fishing for steelhead. Brown trout, rainbow trout, lake trout 
and coho salmon are typically found in shallow, nearshore waters of Lake Ontario, its 
tributaries and embayments during April. Brochures discussing management for these 
steelhead streams and maps showing areas with public fishing rights easements are 
available at www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/32426.html . 
 
Year ‘Round Fishing 
A number of fishing regulations have been enacted to expand trout fishing opportunities 
in western New York. Year-round trout fishing is now available on Cattaraugus Creek 
(upstream of Springville Dam), Elton Creek, Mansfield Creek, Elm Creek, East Koy 
Creek, Wiscoy Creek, Clear Creek (Arcade), Hosmer Brook, Lime Lake Outlet and 
McKinstry Creek. These streams can now be fished during the normally closed trout 
season (October 16 through March 31) on a catch-and-release basis, artificial lures only. 
During the regular season, the stream's normal regulations apply. Goose Creek in 
Chautauqua County is now open for fishing with the normal regulations applying all year 
(no minimum size, five trout/day, with only two trout greater than 12 inches allowed; no 
bait restrictions).  
 
  
 
New Fishing Maps of PFR streams for Region 9 
NYSDEC has done extensive work with updating and improving website/on-line PFR 
maps for all 30 streams in Region 9 that have public fishing rights easements (PFR).  The 
new maps have the same design as that being used by all other regions in the state.  DEC 
currently has about half the maps completed (all the maps for steelhead streams are 
completed and should be on the website by early February) and we expect to have all the 
maps done and on the website prior to the April first trout opener.  In addition to the PFR 
maps, a description of the fishery and regulation information for the streams will be 
listed.  Credits to Region 9 Scott Cornett and Mike Todd (716-372-0645). 
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Fisheries Reports for DEC Website 
Four new Region 9 fisheries reports have been posted to the DEC website under the 
“Freshwater Fisheries Research” 
section (www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/27272.html). The report summaries were provided by 
biologist Cornett and provides online reports that include 2008 trout population surveys 
(Elm, Ischua and Mansfield Creeks) and the 2008 McIntosh Creek habitat improvement 
project.  With the addition of these reports, Region 9 fisheries continues to provide 
timely, pertinent information for New York anglers.  For more info, call DEC Biologist 
Mike Todd at 716-851-7010. 
 
 
Lake Sturgeon Research Discussed 
Biologist Mike Wilkinson and New York’s rare fish biologist, Doug Carlson, conducted a 
meeting to encourage and coordinate lake sturgeon research on the Niagara River. The 
meeting was attended by Regional Fisheries Manager Paul McKeown and Biologists 
Clancy and Galati, as well as representatives from several Federal fish and wildlife 
management agencies and academia. The purpose of the meeting was to identify lake 
sturgeon research and information needs and to prioritize those needs for future projects 
on the Niagara River. 
 
Fisheries Issues Prioritized by DEC for Niagara Corridor 
Regional Fisheries Manager McKeown, Biologists Galati and Wilkinson, and members 
of the Lake Erie Fisheries Unit met to discuss fisheries research needs for the Niagara 
River corridor. The purpose of the meeting was to develop a list of fisheries research 
needs to guide researchers who apply for grant funding. The list will provide a 
framework for future grant applications to the Habitat Enhancement/Restoration Fund 
(HERF) created through the Niagara Power Project relicensing and the Greenway Fund. 
 
DEC Partners with DOT to Protect Genesee River Banks 
Biologist Clancy met with DOT and Allegany County to discuss actions to control 
erosion along the Genesee River that threatened to eliminate sections of the popular 
WAG recreational trail. A permit will be issued to the County Highway a to place stone 
at the toe of the slope and up the bank to protect the trail. 
 
Other Updates 
$1 million in upgrades planned for Boat Harbor by Sharon Linstedt… Buffalo News  
Boaters who use the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority’s Boat Harbor will see $1 
million in improvements when the marina opens in mid-May. 
At the top of the list of fix-ups at the Fuhrmann Boulevard marina is the overhaul of three 
steel docks that sustained damage during a severe wind storm last fall. The docks were 
pulled from their moorings and twisted out of shape last September when heavy winds 
and waves buffeted the harbor. 
NFTA General Counsel David Gregory, who is overseeing the marina property upgrade, 
said the storm repairs dovetailed well with the need to correct rusting problems with all 
of the harbor’s metal docks. 
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“They’ve been sandblasted, repaired and new paint coatings,” Gregory said. “They look 
brand new.” 
The NFTA will have completed repairs and resurfacing of docks servicing a total of 328 
slip holders in time for the marina’s opening on May 15. Work on the remaining docks, 
which have slip space for another 231 boaters, will be complete in spring 2010. 
The refurbished docks are expected to have an additional life span of 10 years. The total 
cost of the dock upgrade project is $544,000. 
Steel docks account for more than one-half of the public marina’s 1,019 slips. 
Gregory said 419 boaters have renewed their contracts for the upcoming boating season, 
ahead of totals through March 2008. The NFTA has now opened slip applications to the 
general public. 
Interested boats can find more information about the harbor and download an application 
atwww.nfta.com, or phone the harbor office at 828-0027. Slip rates for the 2009 boating 
season range from $668 for watercraft up to 20 feet, to $1,807 for boats as large as 40 
feet in length. 
This season’s NFTA Boat Harbor work will also include electrification of the “L” dock, 
which accommodates 66 boaters. A new marina fuel tank will also be installed at a cost 
of $300,000. 
The NFTA had worked out a deal for New York State to take over ownership and 
operation of the public marina and nearby Gallagher Beach, but that agreement was never 
finalized. The NFTA would have received $4 million, paid out over 10 years, for transfer 
of the Outer Harbor assets. 
“We area committed to maintaining this public asset for as long as necessary,” said 
NFTA Executive Director Lawrence Meckler. 
The NFTA, which currently loses $450,000 a year to marina operations, might find some 
relief through the Erie Canal Harbor Development Corporation, which is interested in a 
long-term lease of some 120-acres of authority-controlled waterfront land. 
The two agencies are in discussions about a five-year lease that would see the harbor 
agency spend some $3 million to green up the Outer Harbor site while it begins long-term 
planning for its development. 
To reach writer, email: slinstedt@buffnews.com 
 
 
Fewer walleye allocated for Ohio fishermen 
Wednesday, March 25, 2009   D'Arcy Egan   Plain Dealer Columnist 
Ohio sport anglers and Ontario commercial fishermen were allocated about 30 percent 
fewer walleye for 2009 by the international Lake Erie Committee of the Great Lakes 
Fishery Commission at its annual meeting Tuesday.  
The lakewide allowable yellow perch harvest was increased by almost 20 percent.  
Fisheries officials around Lake Erie, including the Ohio Division of Wildlife, have been 
studying the spawning woes of walleye for decades. They're still looking for answers. 
Ohio manages the vast walleye spawning grounds of Western Lake Erie, including reefs 
along the Ohio shoreline and the Maumee and Sandusky rivers, the major spawning 
rivers of the spring season.  
Ohio will have to examine reducing the walleye bag limit on Lake Erie to stay within the 
LEC guidelines. Ohio has a Lake Erie limit of six walleye per day, with a reduced spring 
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limit of four walleye from March 1 to April 30. The 2009 walleye fishing regulations are 
in place and printed in the DOW digest.  
Citing poor walleye reproduction over the past five years, the LEC cut the lakewide 
allowable walleye catch for 2009 to 2.45 million fish, down from 3.6 million walleye in 
2008.  
Fishermen harvested an estimated 2.9 million walleye last year, about 77 percent of the 
LEC allocation.  
The walleye population in Lake Erie, estimated at 100 million fish about 20 years ago, 
was put at 18.4 million walleye for 2009 by the LEC. It is expected to decline to 15.7 
million walleye in 2010. There was a record-setting Lake Erie walleye hatch in 2003 that 
buoyed the fishery. However, the 2002, 2004 and 2006 hatches were listed as weak, 2005 
and 2008 were below average and 2007 was considered moderate.  
Ohio sports anglers are allocated 1.25 million walleye for 2009. Ontario, which gives its 
quota to its commercial fishery, gets 1.06 million walleye and Michigan 143,000.  
The LEC estimated an increase in yellow perch numbers, boosting the recommended 
harvest from 10.2 million pounds in 2008 to 12 million pounds this year. While walleye 
are managed by numbers of fish, yellow perch management figures are presented in 
pounds of fish.  
Ohio officials decreased the sport and commercial yellow perch harvest in the Western 
Basin of Lake Erie in 2008 to protect perch populations. The DOW halted Ohio 
commercial fishing for yellow perch around Western Lake Erie, and trimmed the daily 
sport bag limit from 30 to 25 perch west of Huron.  
The estimated perch harvest in 2008 was 8.33 million pounds, or 82 percent of the total 
allowable catch.  
To reach this Plain Dealer reporter: degan@plaind.com, 216-999-5158 
 
State of Lake Ontario - Gabby Cronin mentions the meeting addressed the fact they 
talked about the fisheries, but nothing on pollution, invasives, ballast, etc. 
Allotment of millions of dollars for GL cleanups, but nothing been released.  Why Not? 
  
Coast Guard ships - always in the GL.  Why can we not place these boats 
  
Rich mentions the article sent by Paul McKeown will be in the minutes 
  
Will Elliott clarified the Ontario meeting was fisheries 
  
Small Game - Dan Tone 
 Pheasant plan (10-year) is being crafted as current one is now expiring 
  
Big Game – Paul Stoos 
www.sportsmenslink.org 
  
A comment from the floor concerning DMAP - that's FREE 
  
Rich explains the nightmare he has concerning antlerless management and expansion of 
agriculture in the scheme of management strategies. 
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Food bank and venison meat being disposed of 
Dave Wharton - last meeting it was brought up, Clem Eckert - Ann Julian Agency 
Services Mgr WNY Food Bank. 
She was surprised about this statement, as they haven't thrown any out, they're need 
more. 
  
716-852-1305 - if anyone is interested, give them a call.  You can see the facility for 
themselves. 
  
Chuck asks about the processing fees 
Chuck Hancock from CFAB stated the processing fee is $2.00 
  
Trapping – Patti Wattengel 
2 fur bearer biologists attended last Trappers meeting from DEC 
Otter restoration program - what is going on with the project?  Other states have opened 
limited trapping seasons on otters with quotas, etc.  Could be good idea for NY in the 
future. 
Only going by tracks and sightings.  Questionable biology.  Suggestions were well taken 
for a limited season 
  
No dogs killed in conabear traps this year.  Good news 
  
Beaver season is small right now.  Giving out more nuisance permits, upside down.  Will 
be seeing a more normal season starting next year 
  
Also asked concerning cable restraints (snares) for coyote.  Used in states around us.  
Need help in getting this done. 
  
Other Q 48 hr check on water sets, vs 24.  Nothing seems to happen.   
  
DEC came out of meeting with more information than they had prior. 
  
Waterfowl – Paul P 
April is nesting month, and also CTF for waterfowl getting together to set next season 
Coming up.  Similar process to deer CTF 
  
Should be similar - no significant changes expected from LY.  Past few years December 
part of season has been good, should remain with similar timing (1st season end). 
  
Paul Stoos read an article concerning Cleveland goose problem.  Average goose 
defecates 10 times an hour.  Pollution issues.  May need to be concerned about this for us. 
  
NYSCC – Dan Tone 
Nothing 
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Environment & Pollution – Tom marks 
Chuck - last several years Buffalo River Keepers working to get the last stretch cleaned 
up.  Working plan is now in place, but must be reviewed by the board and approve before 
it becomes public.  Money available from Federal to clean it up, remediation progress is 
happening 
  
 
 
Legislation – John Susz 
S3162 - sponsor Bill Stachowski 
Bill dealing primarily with fireworks.  Part of the bill has a provision against selling 
ammo for handguns - no such thing.  Paul Stoos 
  
Chuck Godfrey motions we contact via letter Stachowski to clarify the provisions 
concerning ammo.  Part needs to be taken out 
2nd Paul Stoos 
  
Motion carries 
  
A6187 - Schimminger 
Prohibit local judges from adding restrictions on pistol permits not specified by state law. 
  
In the past, they've had a GOP Senator, this year S3478 is brought by Stachowski 
  
Chuck Godfrey motions to send letter to Schimminger and Stachowski to support this bill 
2nd Paul Stoos 
  
Motion carries 
  
Last time this came around, Tom King fought and killed the bill.  Send letter to King, 
too? 
  
SCOPE, SCA, NYSRPA and more are going to be holding March on Albany on April 29 
- this is the Assembly's Gun Day.  This is also the day the anti's have at the capital, 
counter demo, get at least 1000 from around the state to get our attention. 
SCI - one bus 
SCOPE - one bus 
  
See Steve concerning the committee to coordinate the Albany March 
One day, long day 
Need people to coordinate and communicate to get bodies to go.   
  
Objectives 
Get people to go 
Get people to help organize and contact 
Get people to donate to defray cost of trip. 
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Board seeks approval to underwrite the trip 
Tom Fischer motions to do this 
2nd Dave Wharton 
  
Discussion 
Paul Stoos - Should have a minimum of people on a bus before we get the bus 
Dave Reed - Perhaps we combine to fill a bus with SCI? 
Chuck Godfrey - should also extend to other county federations in region 9 to also help 
out 
  
Rich - adds his name on the committee 
  
Dave Reed - move this forward, doing committee work now 
  
Motion carries 
  
Resolutions – Bob Fuller 
Spring Meeting April 25 
  
Sportsmen's Education 
Erie County snuck through for the spring on hunter's ed certificates.  Just enough.  When 
the certs are printed, they will mail them 
  
Printing trappers books for Erie only, going to cost another $600.00 
This is a money-maker, what are they doing? 
  
Dave Barus, that's the goal, to make it harder and less successful to get new hunters into 
the sports - ditto for trappers. 
  
More are taught here than any other county, yet we are the last to get anything.  Constant 
battle.  State implemented new registration form this year.  All been changed to be 
computerized.  New forms each student is already entered into the database, via scanner. 
  
Special Committees 
  
Awards Frank Miskey, Sr. 
Made things different this year.  Managed to trick all the nominees so they were 
surprised.   
Volunteerism by everybody for everybody.   
  
History is now databased for awards, so we have continuous records moving forward. 
  
Dave Barus asks if we should write a letter. 
Mike Mitchell and Jeff Little are the key players.  Have been in contact with them.   
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Paul Stoos Motions to write letters to Antoine Thompson, Sweeney, Grannis, P Rex 
concerning license sales and certificates.  Copy Abbey Snyder 
2nd Dave W 
  
Motion carries 
  
 
Educational Opportunities – Chuck Godfrey 
All 5 DEC camp participants are in 
  
Apps for scholarships coming in, need some additional information. 
  
  
CFAB 
Covered 
  
Fund-raising 
Need a chair 
  
FWMB 
Ken Brown was here as a guest, but had to leave, Erie County landowner rep.  Had to 
leave - will probably attend an upcoming meeting 
Discussion concerning operating budget cuts. 
  
Chuck motions that we reimburse Paul for traveling and expenses to the meetings 
2nd by Dave Wharton 
  
Paul Stoos says meal only, mileage is better through expenses, meal isn't a big deal 
  
Chuck withdraws motion 
  
Shows & Expos 
Expo report detailed.  Good sales of lucky hooks. 
  
Names for thanks for working the Expo to be sent to Rich for inclusion in the minutes 
(next month) 
Need a shows chair, soon, please? 
  
Raffles are great for the kids at the fair, but we need to find a better, workable solution.  
Troubles with prize distribution 
  
Brought booklets and gun locks and they disappeared when they should have been there 
the whole show. 
  
Frank said these were for getting people to the booth and buying raffle tickets 
Chuck apologized for confusion, but that wasn't communicated. 
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Web Site – Dave Smyzcynski 
Some updates have been put up on the site:  
News items  

NEWS 

NEWS ITEM 

Firearms Industry Applauds Introduction of  
Firearms Fairness and Affordability Act in U.S. Senate 

  
NYS BLACK MARKET ANIMAL TRADE BUSTED 
Sportsmen should pull together on crossbow proposal  
Erie County 2009 Hunter and Trapper Training 
                 Firearms 

                 Archery, Trapping, and Waterfowl 
Club  and Special Events 
DEC Releases 2008 Season Harvests 
         
 
Articles and Reports 

 
2009 Articles and Reports 

License Fee Increase 

Fish Report from Rich Davenport - 3/22/2009 

   
 
Events: 
If your club/organization has an event that you would like to have posted on the site 
please send the event information to Dave Smyczynski – brador7@hotmail.com 
Include the event name, location, date and time, registration and contact information. 
Also if you have a flyer for the event in electronic format, attach that to the email as well.  
 
Photos: 
 
If you have any Federation photos or other candid outdoor shots please send them to 
Dave Smyczynski – brador7@hotmail.com . You can include any information about the 
photo as well. 
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Old Business 
Nothing 
Thanks to the Federation for helping with the battle over the rails to trails battle, so please 
hopefully we can continue. 
  
 
New Business 
Ted Molata and Dave Barus will perform a walleye seminar April 18 at West Falls.  
$5.00 proceeds go to youth programs 
  
Good & Welfare 
Jack B. - Recently have lost West Falls members, too many as of late -  
having benefit Chicken BBQ July 18. 
Flyers available 
Rich asks for the flyer electronically to put in back of the Federation 
  
50/50 Winner 
GlenCoe 
  
Motion to Adjourn 
Dave Wharton 
2nd Paula Wharton 
  
Meeting adjourned at 10:35 PM 
  
 


