Rich Davenport, 2009 ECFSC Recording Secretary

Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs

June 2009 General Meeting Minutes

Meeting Time: 7:30 PM - 6/25/09
Location: Alden Rod & Gun Club, Alden, NY

Meeting called to order at: 7:35 PM

Pledge to Flag completed

Quorum: Yes

Roll Call/ Attendance
Excused: Joe Fischer, Tony Scime (No treasury Rpt provided)
In Attendance: 7 Officers, 10 Directors, 26 Delegates, 6 Guests

Reading of the Minutes

Did everyone get the minutes
Posted on the board

Club issue.

Gabby again brings up the issues of mailed minutes again
Chuck Godfrey stated this was settled years ago, Gabby.

Motion to approve
Dave Wharton
2nd Tom Fischer

Motion Carries

Secretary's Report - Rich Davenport
Nothing to report

Apologies for lateness of this month's minutes
Paul Stoos - no apologies necessary

Treasury Rpt — Tony Scime
None at the moment




Correspondence Rpt — Dave Baurs
Letter responding to Sen Stachowski clarifying our opposition to the firearms
ammunition restrictions in the fireworks bill

Letter sent to Pete Grannis - opposing closure of the tree nursery

Sent letter to Sen Liz Krueger - opposing her bill to raise the age for hunting and
requested an explanation

Sent letter to Sen Thompson requesting inner city youth to attend Tifft fishing clinic

Received immediate response from Sen Thompson.
Thanking us for great information

Gave away 120 rods and reels, 8 additional than we first thought
Sent letter to Jeremy Hurst concerning Antler Restrictions and our opposition
All letters result of approved motions, BTW

Sent letter to Schumer to oppose Sotomayor nomination concerning 2nd Amendment
conflicts

Rep John Mills sent out press release - about Tifft farms

Bob Church, mentions the NY Outdoor News reported AR was being completely
scrapped. Only the expansion was scrapped (into 8 WMUs in R4)

President’'s Report - Steve Aldstadt
Albany a big mess - was there when coup happened, now called majority coalition
One Dem crossed back, two more look like coming to coalition side?

This year, anti-gun bills that were looking like passage, now looks like very little chance
of movement.

Niagara County Leg passed a resolution after Assembly passed their bills, asking Senate
and Gov to oppose them. Passed info to Erie County, and this is moving forward to
oppose these anti gun bills too

Member items in Erie County - funding from county - no status as of yet



Next Meetings

Date BM GM Location

Time Time
7/23/09 6:30 7:30 | Gen Meet | Glen Coe Conservation, Glenwood, NY
9/10/09 6:30 7:30 | Gen Meet | Springville Fish & Game, Springville, NY
10/8/09 6:30 7:30 | Gen Meet | Lakeshore Exempt, Lakeshore Firehall, Lakeshore, NY
11/12/09 6:30 7:30 | Gen Meet | Boston Valley Conservation Society, Boston, NY
12/10/2009 6:30 7:30 | Gen Meet | Bison City Rod & Gun - Tenative

Guests - Will Elliott, Edna Davis, Jerome Levan, Dennis Ferrell, Ron Megan,
Durwood Carter

Standing Committee Reports

Law Enforcement - Dave S

New surcharges have been imposed on conservation and motor vehicle fines

Ken Didion retirement party on July 31, at Old Library in Olean
Get with Chuck, up to 4 tickets will be bought. Confirm with chuck

Archery — Dave Reed

Nothing

Adam Z - West Falls hosting a 3-d shoot, raising funds for NASP, Sunday August 30

Article in Outdoor News - State archery events

Youth camp - need the check for the kids youth camp - Federation will send

On July 18, 2009 a benefit for Doug - food and beverages

$10 donation, 6-12 $5, under 6 free

12p-6p

Crossbow — Frank Miskey, Jr.

Nothing

Fish - Dave Barus

Tifft 18 volunteers - needed more
Had 250 people, 136 kids, looked like everyone had fun. Most were first timers




DEC doing a lot, especially on fisheries, despite being very short-staffed

Monofilament fishing line recycling was discussed, if you send DEC letter, they will send
the collection bin to you, like an adopt a highway program. Could we contact the DEC to
get press release out on it.

Dan Tone will do

Wyoming County Federation meeting - helped bring the walleye back to Silver Lake -
don't have the money to do it anymore. Each pond cost $10,000 for testing.

Walleye numbers are down, but monster walleye and a lot of them, while adult perch are
gone - eaten.

On a related note - stocks of 25,000 walleye additional magically appeared, and they
were stocked into Lake Ontario. Fingerlings

Wrote Mike Wilkinson a note concerning the press release.

Asked to see what the VHS-Free certificate looks like, and a whole bunch of additional
information.

Andy Noise is the guy that can be contacted concerning the details of the testing itself.

Meeting with DEC on VHS regulations discussed

Lake Erie Civilian Baitfish Group

Background:

On June 9, 2009 there was a meeting of the DEC and the Lake Erie Civilian Baitfish
Group. The meeting was initiated because of the current baitfish transport regulations and
the non transport of minnows in vehicles in NY State, especially the Niagara River and
Lake Erie in Region 9. The meeting was requested by Paul Stoos, Erie County
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Second Vice President, in a letter dated April 24, 2009
to Helen Domske NY Sea Grant. It requested a meeting with DEC’s Doug Stang,
Jeremy(Steve) Hurst and Region 9’s Abby Schneider. (See attached Document). The
intention was to discuss the possibility of having the DEC consider changing the current
regulations to allow the transport of baitfish in vehicles within a “Buffer Zone” along the
Interstate 90 corridor (also defined in the attached letter).

Copies of the request letter were also sent to NY State Senator Dale Volker and
Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte and DEC ‘s Paul McKeown. Jack Quinn and his
aide “ AJ” Wright, were spoken to at the “State of Lake Erie Meeting”, April 30, 2009,




which was sponsored by Assemblyman Quinn, to request his help in trying to get the
meeting with the DEC representatives. He said he would “see what he could to facilitate
this meeting.”

Helen mentioned the request letter at the State of Lake Erie Meeting, and said that the
DEC was considering the meeting here in Buffalo as requested and said that NY Sea
Grant’s Dave MacNeill was assisting her. On May 15 Helen confirmed the meeting
would take place on June 9, 2009 with the DEC and the persons that were requested (see
“Paul.doc” attached).

Attendees:

Ny Sea Grant:
Helen Domske - Buffalo

Dave MacNeill - Oswego

DEC

Doug Stang, Assistant Director, Fish and Wildlife
Steve Hurst Chief, Bureau of Fisheries

Abby Snyder, Region 9 Director

Russ Biss, Region 9 Natural Resources Supervisor
Capt. David Bennett Regional Law Enforcement
Paul McKeown Fisheries Manager

Don Einhouse, Lake Erie Unit Leader

Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs:

Dave Barus- Presentation

Rich Davenport-Statistics

ECFSC cont:

Herb Schultz- Lake Erie Specialist and former Bait Wholesaler and Retailer
Paul Stoos- Group Coordinator

Great Lakes Sport Fishing Council:
Thomas Marks

Chautauqua County:
Zen Olow

Niagara County:
Paul Jackson

Bait Dealer (Wholesale and Retail Representative):
Pat VanCamp




Meeting Started at 9:20 AM

Helen Domske started with an overview of the meeting and Sea Grants’ involvement
with VHSv and the science based information of it and how they have been working to
get the information out. She thanked the Erie County Federation for writing a letter to get
the meeting initiated and started. Mentioned Dr Paul Bowser is their contact and his
many publications on VHSv.

Helen then introduced Dr. Dave MacNeill that gave a short background analysis of VHSv
and its introduction into the Great Lakes and the unintended economic impacts that have
been involved.

“If you don’t like what is going on in the Great Lakes wait a minute it will change”

Helen then introduced Dave Barus, Erie County, that presented a 20 slide presentation on
VHSv and the collaboration of ideas of understanding the resource, the other Lake Erie
States and Providence of Ontario and their regulations.

Dave mentioned that there are at least 186 invasive species and that none were invited
and that VHSV is one of the issues that are currently a problem. He summarized some of
the issues associated and its introduction and spread across the Great Lakes. Especially,
how NY State has taken the most conservative course of action to try to stop its spread.
He covered the federal government and their regulations and their reaction to try to stop
the spread of the virus through APHIS. Dave brought up that The Lake Erie and Niagara
River are a small part of the overall area of NY State and the 9 regions, but this is a very
big issue to the Lake Erie / Niagara River sportsmen and anglers. He highlighted, through
pictures and videos, the quantity and what importance of the emerald shiner is to these
sportsmen. Also stating that fishing without emerald shiners is not the same as the
number of perch taken with any other type of bait. Numbers are greatly reduced

Responsible Sportsmen are concerned with the spread of VHSv and many of the other
diseases and viruses that are tested for to have baitfish certified virus/disease free.

During the presentation Pat VanCamp mentioned that the certified emerald shiners that
they purchase for their wholesale and retail business are not as hardy or strong as the ones
that were previously dipped here in the Niagara River. Herb Schultz said that the emerald
shiner is also found in huge numbers along the whole Lake Erie shoreline in the bays and
small creeks entering Lake Erie, not just the Niagaar River.

Also mentioned is the economic hardship on bait dealers along Lake Erie that could
previously dip their own bait and retail it. Some are ready to close up and other stores are
for sale. Bait dealers in WNY are having hard times compared to the dealers in the rest of
the state which are actually doing better, especially in these hard economic times.

The number and quantity of perch and sport fish on the whole are on the increase in the
Eastern Basin of Lake Erie.




Dave introduced Rich Davenport who covered the statistical analysis of the numbers of
licenses sold in Erie, Chautauqua and Niagara Counties compared to the rest of the state.
He covered where he got the data from and how he analyzed it. The data was made equal
by using the data from the 2006 US Fish and Wildlife and 2006 NY State sales numbers.
He compared data showing the annual spending patterns for all Great Lakes fishermen
and Lake Erie fishermen versus inland fishermen. Also shown was bait usage for the
percentage of fishermen as compared to those that do not use bait, including the amount
of annual sales per person. In 2006 there were around 125,000 licenses purchased in Erie,
Niagara, and Chautauqua Counties.

Discussion:

A point that was brought up in the discussion was how VHS is spread, including bait
wells, water and equipment Doug Stang said that they were currently trying to stop the
“fish to fish” spread of the disease, hence the current regulations. Fish to fish spread is the
primary way of spreading the disease. He also said that they cannot stop birds from

flying.

Steve Hurst is concerned with having a major outreach program should there be a
regulation change. How could the federations and dealers help to educate the general
fishing public. The representatives from all areas said their organizations could help to
educate the anglers and sportsmen.

Capt. Bennett mentioned about enforcement and the ramifications of not being able to
follow every vehicle if a regulation change were to take effect. Paul Stoos said that
currently they actually have the same problem because once somebody reaches their
destination and puts their boat in the water how can they tell where the bait came from.
There are many holes in the current regulations, especially enforcement.

Doug Stang wanted our feelings on ”if there was a regulation change would the average
angler follow the new rules?” The overall feeling of the participants was that they would.
Steve Hurst wanted to know if the Federations and organizations would help out in an
extreme outreach program and the answer was a definite yes. Tom Marks said he actually
talked to thousands of anglers every year in the invasive species seminars he conducts. It
would be nothing at all to add this into his seminars. Dave Barus said that at bait shops
and access sites and areas where fishermen collect bait they could put up signs to educate
them against transporting the baitfish to other waters.

Steve Hurst gave an example of the pond in Niagara County that got infected by a “good
Samaritan” that was trying to save bait that was found in a nearby creek that was drying
up.. She collected some of the bait and put them in her own pond and her fish died and
were tested and after questioning she admitted transporting and dumping the bait in her
pond.

Steve Hurst said that VHSvV is consuming almost 70% of his time. This is a gargantuan
problem.




Somebody asked about the possibility of certified fish diluting the current genetic strain
of our local fishes and yes it is a small possibility.

Paul Jackson spoke on their walleye fry rearing ponds and how for 20 years they had no
problem. However, this year they have to pay to have their walleye fingerlings certified
and unless they can find a corporate sponsor they will haveno other option but to kill all
their fish.

Steve Hurst asked if there was a State Regulation that said you can only use bait in the
same body where it came from would this solve our problem. He said to think about this
seriously.

He said that Chautauqua Lake has the same problem. If a person dips in the south end of
the lake they want to take them to the other end of the lake.

Towards the end of the presentation and the beginning of the discussion Steve Hurst
asked “what actually we were looking for?”

Paul Stoos answered that we were looking to be able to transport bait in a vehicle along a
corridor from Niagara Falls to the Pennsylvania line and West of Interstate 90. Paul
Jackson from Niagara County and Zen Olow also stated that their respective counties
would like the same thing. Steve Hurst said he was trying to get at exactly what we were
looking for. By having us define exactly what we were looking for he answered that we
have something unique here but only in magnitude compare to other parts of the state.
He said the last thing they wanted to do was to start drawing lines or zones around every
body of water. He also said that other areas, Lake Oneida and Lake Chautauqua have the
same problem and asked if “using bait that was dipped in a body of water could only be
used in that same body of water would fit the definition of what we were looking for.”
All parties seemed to agree with that. Steve then stated he was trying to determine just
what are needs are exactly. One point that was brought up was dealers being able to be
able to sell uncertified bait. This would mean all bait would be uncertified in the shop.

Helen asked about “if there was a state regulation to be able to transport bait only in the
same body of water this would this solve the Region 9 issue for Lake Erie and the
Niagara River while doing the same for the rest of the lake. The answer was a definite
yes. She said that it sounded like The DEC is trying to work with us. She asked what the
DEC wanted from the Federations and anglers to move this forward. Steve Hurst said
that a massive outreach program to educate the anglers so they did not believe there was
no longer a problem. They want to prevent moving any virus or disease to any other
waters.

Steve said they do not need anything to help move it forward. This is just a listening
meeting. They are not saying they will change the regulations. “We are just talking
today”.




Steve Hurst said” | believed when the regulations were originally put into effect and what
they are now, is what they should be. | believed it then and I believe it now.” “My job is
to protect the fisheries of this State”.

The discussion turned to Pat VanCamp and the Commercial part of the business versus
the retail part. It was noted that her wholesale part of the business in this region has
decreased so much that it would not be cost effective to do it again. She noted that the
rest of the state bait dealers are doing very well while this region is closing up. Emerald
shiners would be welcome with open arms at Penrods, Dave’s in Derby and Miller’s.
This is a major part of those businesses.

Pat also said that the anglers coming into their business are aware of the regulations while
very few are not aware of them.

Rich Davenport asked if was possible to have a “pilot project” to try the transportation of
bait in the Lake Erie / Niagara River. Steve Hurst did not believe so. Rich said there will
be many challenges for all, but working together would be the best answer. He tried to
express the idea to them that the biggest economic engine is Lake Erie with 24% of the
state licensed anglers here and that a pilot project here would be the best way to test
changing the regulations. He asked them to set some hard rules for a pilot project.

Helen then thanked Dave and Rich for their hard work and doing such a great job of
putting on very professional presentations. She then thanked the DEC for coming and
listening to us and making them aware of what is going on in this end of the state. She
commented on how cordial and professional a meeting it was. She asked all of us to
come up with some ideas and said she did not think a letter writing campaign would be a
good idea.

Paul Stoos asked if a follow up meeting could be scheduled to see where the DEC is at
any new ideas or options could be presented. Steve Hurst said “ may be able to entertain
that” Paul then invited the DEC to come to Chautauqua County for the Charterboat
Association / Politician Fishing Day which is used to promote our great fishery. The
DEC said that it does not look good when this happens and declined.

Paul also summarized that fishing with anything other than emerald shiners is not the
same. He also brought to their attention that taking a youngster to dip minnows the night
before going fishing was even more enjoyable when the kids get to dip a bucket of
minnows and use them the next day. All this is part of the education of the kids.

Dave MacNeill said the next step might be to go back to our respective organizations and
let them know that the discussions were open and honest. Get a read to where they want
to go. Sea Grant said they would be more than willing to help us with an outreach
program. He said there was an amazing amount of misinformation out there.

Helen once again thanked everybody and said that she would do what she could to bring
this group back together again to promote the changes that we desire.




The meeting ended at 12:30 PM

Was a productive meeting - first time this has ever happened.
They came prepared for an argument - but the meeting was professional.
Excellent meeting

Gabby - mentions why could this not be presented at Alden. Could we present this at
different clubs? Will be on the website soon

Rich agrees with Gabby, we need to get info out to get more people informed.
Will Elliott, could you mention this so people can find the information?

Will says, an article is coming, more things are happening, expansions, etc.
Getting rid of the wire pieces and more space for local outdoors information.
That is happening.

Also, thank you Will Elliott for the incredible coverage on our kids fishing efforts.
Awesome.

Any other topics.

Don Dauvis - talking about a tape or a program. Can | get a copy?
Chuck will make you a CD, but you still need a computer to look at it.

Small Game - Dan Tone
Day old chicks program was reported on in last month's minutes

Turkey in Wyoming County - Chapter Pres for NWTF is now in Wyoming County -
didn't hear any turkeys this year. Area had been productive before. Wants information
from Wyoming County hunters and hunters in Wyoming County - looking for resolution
to close Fall Season to bring 'em back - advise that this should not be pursued.

Send comments to Larry - on your opinion/ position on this.

Dan Tone motions we oppose closing any turkey season in Wyoming County
2nd Dave Wharton

Discussion - Adam, if someone would just talk to him, he would probably re-think
Dan Tone - Already done, he wants to put it out.
Should be done personally now. Got to get the data, all of it.

He wants to know how we would feel., motion would be everyone get involved.
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Dan clarifies to take an official position,

Motion carries

Big Game - Paul Stoos
AR proposal withdrawn on antler restriction in R4

Covered -

Bear meetings coming up - covered

Big Game - NY Outdoor News - Venison Coalition is in danger - stripped out a lot of
money - need money, as they have nothing left. May not

Rich explains the resolution and the dangers to consider

Waterfowl — Paul P.
Nothing

Environment & Pollution

Senate passed Clean Water Restoration Act

Sounds great, but may want to review this, as the way it is written a mud puddle on up
would be under Federal control.

Bill sponsored by Russ Feingold, Boxer, etc. Bad

Resolution passed by Texas House perhaps to bring up to our State folk to pass
something similar.

By constitution the feds have no authority over this water flap.
Steve will send Texas resolutions

Resolutions — Bob Fuller

Discussions - ballots sent out to clubs already
Next month we vote via roll call, this month we debate

Basic rules - consensus, we don't have to go around
Refrain from repetitive arguments

No filibusters, please

President will reserve right to end all discussions

Chuck - Q - gave copy to ballot to Dan
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09-09 has been rescinded

Vehicle and traffic Law

09-01 — ATV Reclassification — weight increase
discussion

Nothing

09-02 - Delaware County

Support or oppose AR resolution

Big Game Committee - Al Bauer doesn't have a copy of the resolutions
More than a month ago these went out

Rich mentions this one wasn't discussed, confusion - etc.
09-03, 04, 05 — Archery season to Oct 1 opener

Tony Gonnello states that NYB is “never working with us”, why should we support
John Susz says should oppose, would be a good period for crossbows.

Rich Davenport clarified that during big game committee meeting, it was put forth to
compromise and move the early archery season up by seven days, to the last Saturday
before Columbus Day, which would effectively keep the opener on a Saturday, while also
setting opener on a Holiday weekend (especially for school kids that get that Monday
off). Sets up a long weekend, good for everyone. Martin Seeley of NYB stated this
compromise could be certainly worked with.

09-06 — Moose Hunting

Rich D clarified the proposal and the issues as written. Population is at a point where
management may be needed, as car collisions are way up, and moose numbers are
estimated to be @ 500 animals in NYS. Resolution as written specifically calls for n o
management plan, which is contrary to NAWCM. However, if written to direct DEC to
establish a management plan, this would work. Oppose as written is recommended.

09-07 — Firearms Handling Age
Tony Gonnello asks if Penal Law applies on private property with kids handling firearms
under adult supervision who are under 12? Answer is YES!

09-08 — VDC Support of $1.00 for every Big Game license sold to Venison sub-account
Rich addresses the concerns and potential issues surrounding this well-intentioned
resolution and asks all to consider deeply these potential issues before deciding on
support or oppose.

09-09 — Withdrawn
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09-10 — Mandatory Consumption Law for Game Animals
Rich D — good intentions but would apply to furbearers as well, as these animals that are
not consumed are also considered game animals. Needs to be re-worded.

09-10 — Guides

Rich — another good intention, but absolves the client from responsibility to know and
obey the hunting regulations. This is a compact between license holder and state by
virtue of signing the license. Should not put this onto the guides.

09-11 — Hunter Ed refresher courses

Adam Z - discussed at West Falls, would be tough to do considering the already
stretched resources of the volunteer instructors. Also can take the hunter safety course
again, if so desired!

09-13 — Dog Collar
Dan Tone - ridiculous — who would enforce?
Adam Z — Ag & Mkts wouldn’t, would have to be DEC

09-14 — Separate Bear Tag
Rich D — Big Game committee supported, DEC is opposed

09-15 — Archery discharge distance to 250’
All in agreement this would be a good thing

09-16 — License Year Changes
No discussion at this point

Bob Fuller mentions this is the first year in 20 that NYSCC did NOT have a resolutions
meeting.

Dan Tone advises lots of challenges in the Council, and with elections coming up in

Sept., the Council will need a new President, Legislative VP and Secretary — at least.
Dan on selection committee, need new people, but it is tough for region 9 sportsmen,
unless you have time and “deep pockets” for frequent travel expenses.

Sportsmen’s Ed — Frank Miskey, Sr.
None

Membership — Mike Smith
New applicant — Family Instructional Shooting Service (FISS) has applied for
membership

Banguet — Dan Tone
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Got message from Dan Dietzen, Steve A needs to call Joe Fischer. Joe Jemiolo — need to
resolve issue

Dave S — met outfitter from Canada at Outdoors Show — would donate trip for Pres.
Raffle, for advertising support in return

Will Elliott donated print to Erie County Federation for raffle
Rich D Motions to accept FISS as a member

2" Bob Church

Motion carries - $45.00 dues...

Resolutions and ballots must be resent. Only ONE BALLOT PER CLUB

CFAB
None

FWMB
Rep not at last meeting again. No report, no calls, nothing

Fund-Raising — Need a Chair
Already covered

Shows — Chuck Godfrey (Interim ringleader)

Need more help for the booth. Sign up list openings is out, will forward to Rich to
distribute. Paul Stoos recommends taking names devoid of specific/ selected times, as to
boost some volunteers and slate them as needed?

Board voted to buy extra tickets for gate and parking.

Chuck Godfrey motions to buy up to 25 gate tickets and 35 parking tickets
Dave Wharton 2"

Motion carries

WNYEF
Meeting coming up on July 12, 2009, 2PM, Seaway Trail house on Rt. 5, west of Hoak’s.
Need to clarify some positions

Motion to Pay Bills
Paul Stoos Motions to Pay Bills
2" Tom Fischer

Motion carries

NRA Gun Day
Must square finances — working on it
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Website - Dave S
Send events electronically to Dave S. Rich recommends coming up with a form that
could be exportable.

Also, Erie County Chapter of SCOPE launched site, eirecountyscope.org

DEC Camp
Covered — went down to 3™ alternate, but all 5 slots were filled.

Old Business
Gabby — asks about Stan Speziak and his membership history — Frank Miskey, Sr. found
he was a member of Audubon Society and Springville Field & Stream and ECCS.

New Business
Bob Church requests funds for TSA — $500.00 as has been customary

Dave S motions to support TSA with $500.00
2" Rich Davenport

Discussion

How much before? Same Amt.

Do we get spending reports? — YES
Can we afford? - YES

Motion carries

Event Fund raising event for Boys and Girls Club, Lee & Tiffany, big dinner, please
support

Ray Gwarek would like to see resolution to back bill requiring cat licenses of cat owners,
like dog licenses. Cats cause lots of damage and kill more wildlife than any other animal.

Steve Aldstadt recommends writing a resolution.
Tony Gonnello agrees
Dan Tone states this is already in place. Secure old bill and craft based on that one.

Good & Welfare
Directions to Clubs — in the works

50/50 Winner
Lake Shore Exempt

Motion to adjourn
Dave Wharton motions
2" George Rockey
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Meeting adjourned 10:00 PM

' ' DU(IKSg

UNLIMITED

Green Wing / Youth Outdoor Experience Day
Saturday, August 29, 2009

Grounds Open @ 8:00 AM — Events From 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM ??
Elma Conservation Club, 600 Creek Road, Elma NY 14059 ™~

Attendance through Pre-registration only

Raomictratinn Rocorvatinn Sheate Hare
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