Sportsmen and Outdoor Recreation Legislative Awareness Day 
Below is an excerpt of a letter sent by Brian Kolb, Minority Leader of the State Assembly
The New York State Assembly Minority Conference recognizes that the traditions of outdoor sports and recreation are deeply rooted in New York State’s customs and that these activities have a significant impact on the states fiscal Health. 

In an effort to highlight the role of these long-established outdoor activities in the lives of New York’s residents and in out economy, my colleagues an I would like you to be part of our first annual Sportsmen and Outdoor Recreation Legislative Awareness day in the Well of the Legislative Office Building on January 12, 2010 from 9 am to 1 pm.

Brian M. Kolb

Assembly Minority Leader
Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President, and Dr. Larry Rudolph, Safari Club International President, will be guest speakers along with others during the day. These high profile speakers indicate the importance of this event.

Last year SCOPE organized a Sportsmen’s Rally to be held on “Gun Day”. The historical day the Assembly passes all of its anti-gun legislation with the praise of the down state anti gun groups. When the word got out that the sportsmen were planning on attending their dog and pony show they moved the vote up 1 day so they didn’t have to look us in the eye when they voted. Many say our efforts didn’t influence the Assembly at all as their bills were approved as usual, but many passed with noticeably smaller margins than previous years. We still went to Albany as planned and visited many Senate and Assembly member’s offices. 
This year we have the opportunity to attend another rally but this time at the beginning of the session. We need to send a message to the legislature that we are paying attention to their actions.  They need to know they will be held accountable for their voting record in November.
Please help make this effort a big success. If you are not happy with the restrictions being imposed on your rights and liberty’s now is the time to stand up and be heard. Bring your wives, children, grandchildren and friends as we all have a stake in protecting our heritage. Let’s make this a Sportsmen’s Tea Party!

A bus is being organized with pick up’s in Pulaski and the Cicero Gander Mountain. Anyone interested in riding this bus needs to make a reservation by calling me at 315-882-1540 or email me at tughillmcd@yahoo.com
I hope to see you in Albany

Rick McDermott

Additional buses are planned for pickups in Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo. Others may also be available. For more information on these and additional pickups call Ken Mathison at (585) 663-8741. 
